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quote which hangs in the 
Federation office:  “We have come on 
a mission, let us return with a mission.”  

The participants will share  their 
experiences with many community 
members. 

To find out more about their 
experiences, see the Reflector center 
spread.

The Book Fair Is Here!

Sherry Rose Mission Participants Experience the 
Wonders and Achievements of Israel 
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Mission
More on page 6

(From left) Relaxing at Caesarea (from left) Larry Rubin, Howard Goldfine, 
Robert Riegel, Robert Nomberg, Nathan Shor, Samuel Asher, Israel Guide 
Menachem Wertheim, Gary Goldberg, Michael Richmon, Andy Fratkin, 
Frank Baum, Bryan Kocen, Louis Adams, Josh Peck, Sam Revenson and 
Michael Guld.  

Lining up at Caesarea  (From left) Debbie Minden, Allison Revenson, Karin Fine, 
Lauren Effron, Ellen Renee Adams, Andi Silver, Sandy Sisisky, Amy Nisenson, 
Paula Carl, Suzanne Peck, Michele Asher, Natalie Guld, Danielle Aaronson, Randi 
Weiss, Jill Goldfine, Robin Kocen, Lisa Fratkin, Nancy Rubin, Diane Richmon, 
Nannette Shor, Stacey Baum and Ann Riegel. 

Wonderful, I still have to pinch myself  
as I can’t believe I was in Israel and 
am now back;  on the other hand, I still 
feel like I am still there.

-Russ Jennings 

Community members can experience the Weinstein JCC 
Annual Book Fair and Gift Shop from Dec. 1 - 19. The  

event has been extended to 18 days of  a literary celebration. 
Come visit the Jewish Book Fair for the largest selection of  gifts, 
books and author visits. Registration is open to all author events:

Thursday, Dec. 1 at 7 p.m.

Martin Fletcher, The List
Introduction by Laura Geller, reporter/
videojournalist NBC12
Fletcher, an Emmy-award winning broadcast 
journalist, has written a moving and poignant 
debut novel, culled from the rich and also 
painful history of  Fletcher’s family’s past, 
takes you on a journey of  hope and sadness, 
faith and despair.

Monday, Dec. 5 at 
12:30 p.m.

Avrom Bendavid-Val, 
The Heavens Are Empty: 
Discovering the Lost Town 
of  Trochenbrod
For over 130 years, 
Trochenbrod grew 
from a little row of  houses to a bustling marketplace. In 1943, Trochenbrod 
vanished. The author masterfully preserves and fosters the memory of  
Trochenbrod. 

Co-sponsored by the Weinstein JCC’s Men’s Club

More than 80 members of  the 
community joined together 

for an historic and memorable 
mission to Israel from Oct. 24-31. 

The group commemorated 

the conclusion of  the Federation’s 
anniversary year of  celebration on 
the 75th Anniversary Sherry Rose 
Community Mission to Israel. 

This was the largest JCFR 
mission and was chaired by 
Nannette and Nathan Shor. 

Many of  the participants 
were either first timers or those 
who had not been to Israel for 
many years. During the trip, the 
travelers experienced the majesty 

of  Jerusalem as well as the frenetic 
pace of  Tel Aviv. They visited our 
friends in Emek Hefer and enjoyed 
spending the night at Kibbutz Lavi.
They also heard many dynamic 
speakers and had special briefings 
from experts. 

And much, much more. 
They departed as acquaintances 

and returned as friends.  
Sherry Rose (OBM) has been 

immortalized by the following 

AV R O M  B E N D AV I D - VA L
PREFACE BY JONATHAN SAFRAN FOER

T H E  H E A V E N S
A R E  E M P T Y

Discovering the Lost Town of  Trochenbrod

A D V A N C E  P R A I S E  F O R

T H E  H E A V E N S  A R E  E M P T Y

“�e de�nitive history of this de�nitive place.  If this book feels 
more fantastical than my novel, or than any novel you’ve ever read, it 
is because of Trochenbrod’s ingenuity, the Holocaust’s ferocity, and 

Bendavid-Val’s heroic research and pitch-perfect storytelling.” 
—Jonathan Safran Foer, from the Preface

“Unique and compelling.  It is more than a story about Trochenbrod; 
it is a story of rediscovery and redemption.” 

—Father Patrick Desbois, author of Holocaust by Bullets

“A journey through the history of this vibrant town.  A heartfelt 
account that resurrects a lost memory of the era.” 

—Kirkus Reviews

$25.95 U.S. | $32.50 CAN.

A MAGICAL PLACE, A LOST 
HISTORY: TROCHENBROD, THE 

SETTING FOR EVERYTHING 
IS ILLUMINATED, IS NOW 

REDISCOVERED FOR A NEW 
GENERATION

In the 19th century, nearly �ve million Jews 
lived in the Pale of Settlement.  Most lived 
in shtetls–Jewish communities connected 

to larger towns–images of which are ingrained 
in popular imagination as the shtetl Anatevka 
from Fiddler on the Roof.  Brimming with life 
and tradition, family and faith, these shtetls 
existed in the shadow of their town’s oppressive 
anti-Jewish laws.  Not Trochenbrod.

Trochenbrod was the only freestanding, 
fully realized Jewish town in history.  It began 
with a few settlers searching for freedom from 
the Russian Czars’ oppressive policies, but over 
the next 130 years, Trochenbrod grew from a 
little row of houses to a bustling marketplace.  
In 1942, Trochenbrod vanished.  Her residents 
slaughtered, her homes and factories razed to 
the ground.  Yet the Nazis could not destroy 
the spirit of Trochenbrod, which has lived on 
in stories and legends about a little piece of 
heaven hidden deep in the forest. 

Bendavid-Val masterfully preserves and 
fosters the memory of Trochenbrod, 
celebrating the vibrant lives of her people 
and her culture, proving the words of one of 
the town’s greatest poets, Yisrael Beider: I beg 
you hold fast to these words of mine. After this 
darkness a light will shine.

AVROM BENDAVID-VAL’S father grew up 
in Trochenbrod and dropped hints about 
his childhood there.  Avrom worked on 
economic development and environmental 
management in developing nations for 
45 years and while working in Poland, he 
decided to visit the site of this vanished town 
his father spoke of.  He was so moved by the 
visit, he spent the next ten years conducting 
research for this book.  Avrom lives with his 
wife, Leah, in Washington, DC.  

PEGASUS BOOKS
DISTRIBU TED BY W. W. NORTON & CO.
WWW.PEGASUSBOOKS.US

Jacket design by Michael Fusco | michaelfuscodesign.com
Cover Photograph courtesy of Ryszard Lubinski

9 7 8 1 605 981 1 3 0

ISBN 978-1-60598-113-0
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Book Fair
More on page 5



Calendar
Dec. 1-18  -  Weinstein JCC Jewish Book Fair, Weinstein JCC
Dec. 4       -   Federation’s Annual Super Sunday, Weinstein JCC, 9:30 a.m.
Dec. 6      -   JCFR Enterprise Circle, Weinstein JCC, 7:30 a.m.
Dec. 7 -18 -  Jewish Family Theatre, “How to Succeed in Business Without Really
		   Trying,” Weinstein JCC 
Dec. 10     -  Congregation Beth Ahabah, “The Infidel,” 4 p.m.
Dec. 11       -   RTA’s Annual Run-A-Latke, West Creek, 2 p.m.
Dec. 11      -   Beth-El Men’s Club Blood Drive, Temple Beth-El, 8:30 a.m. 
Dec. 12      -    JCFR Enterprise Circle at Weinstein JCC Book Fair Event, 7:30 a.m.
Dec. 25    -   Weinstein JCC Family Fun Day, 10 a. m.
Dec. 31      -   Congregation Or Ami, An Evening of  Music and Cheer, New Year’s 	
		  Eve, 6 p.m.

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of  Jewish community events.

www.JewishRichmond.org

How good & pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell in unity.

Jewish Community Federation
OF RICHMOND

5403 Monument Avenue • Richmond, VA 23226

(804) 545-8620
Email:  reflector@jewishrichmond.org

The Reflector is published monthly by the 
Jewish Community Federation of  Richmond. 
Copy must be received two and a half  weeks 
prior to the date of  publication. The Reflector 
reserves the right to edit or refuse any copy or 
advertisement submitted. Views expressed 
by guest writers and reader’s letters do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of  the Jewish 
Community Federation of  Richmond.

Call for information about advertising in The 
Reflector at 545-8623. Acceptance of  advertis-
ing does not endorse or guarantee kashruth.

Ivan Jecklin, President 

Samuel H. Asher, Chief  Executive Officer

Matt Langsam, Assistant Executive Director

Raymond (Skip) Kozakewicz, Editor 

Sara Rosenbaum, Director of  Operations

Reflectorthe
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More than 100 women 
attended the JCFR 

Women’s Division L’Dor 
V’Dor/Woman of   Valor event 
on Sunday, Nov. 13, at Saxon 
Shoes Short Pump Town Center. 

Hedy Lapkin, a longtime 
community volunteer, was 
recognized for her many years 
of  serving the community. 

Her daughter, Nannette 
Shor, presented her with the 
award, which is a beautiful plate 
designed by Rhona Arenstein. 

Lapkin said she was “truly 
humbled and grew up with “a love of  
Judaism and that Israel has always been 
part of  my life.”

The evening began with a welcome 
from Susie Adolf, who reviewed her family’s 
history with Saxon Shoes. She said, “We 
are excited to once again bring together so 
many dedicated women to celebrate the 
good work of  the Federation and tonight’s 
honoree Hedy Lapkin. L’Dor V’Dor means 
From Generation to Generation, and we can 
see evidence of  that by all of  the families in 
attendance tonight. 

During the evening, a number of  women 
were recognized for their support of  the 
Annual Campaign. 

The guest speakers were two daughters 
and their mother. Jill Zarin is the breakout 
star of  Bravo’s hit series, “The Real 
Housewives of  New York.” Lisa Wexler is 

an award-winning talk radio host and the 
creator and executive producer of  “The 
Lisa Wexler Show.” Their mother, Gloria 
Kamen currently writes advice for New 
York’s The Daily News and Bravo.com.

Record Turnout for L’Dor 
V’Dor/Woman of Valor Event  

focus on 
federation

The Officers, Board 
of Directors and 

Staff of the  
Jewish Community 

Federation of 
Richmond  

wish you and your family a  
Joyous Hanukkah

(From left) Suzanne Peck, Sara Villalona, Stacey Baum, Jill 
Goldfine, Diane Richmon, Jessica Samet and Tracy Retchin.

Gloria Adams is flanked by her daughter, Susie 
Adolf and granddaughter, Robin Salzberg.

Hedy Lapkin holds her Woman of Valor award 
plate, presented by her daughter, Nannette 
Shor. 

Susan Kornstein with her mother, Esta Kornstein, 
and mother in law, Amy Krumbein. 

Gail Plotkin and her daughter in law, Lauren 
Plotkin. 

For more information about the Annual 
Campaign, contact Matt Langsam at 545-
8652.
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focus on 
federation

As we enter into the time when 
we celebrate Hanukkah, we 

think of  the good fight for justice 
and freedom that was fought by 
the Maccabees. We think of  the 
light of  freedom and human kind-
ness that we pursue for Jews in 
Richmond, in Israel and around 
the world.

 Peter Yarrow, of  Peter, Paul 
and Mary, wrote a song in 1983, 
called Light One Candle. The chorus 
of  the song is: Don’t Let the lights 
go out! Don’t let the lights go out! Our 
goal in social service delivery, as 
a community in Richmond and 
worldwide is to help people live in 
dignity, to keep educating children 
and to keep our agencies and our 
community strong. We won’t let 
the lights go out.

 The song goes on:
Light one candle for the strength that 	

	 we need
To never become our own foe
And light one candle for those who 	

	 are suffering
Pain we learned so long ago
Light one candle for all we believe in
That anger not tear us apart
And light one candle to find us
	  together
With peace as the song in our hearts.
 Some of  us have been fortu-

nate to see our lifesaving work in 
countries overseas first hand. 

The more than 80 members of  
the 75th Anniversary Sherry Rose 
Community Mission to Israel saw 
many programs that continue to 
save lives in Israel.  We had two 
opportunities to see youth villages 
in Israel.  

One group saw the Ben Shem-
en Youth Village near the airport. 
The youth village system in Israel 
is copied in countries around the 
world - as one of  the best ways to 
serve children at risk. Founded in 
1927, the village helped resettle 
children from Europe before, dur-
ing and after the Holocaust.  

After the State of  Israel was 
established, the village was ex-
panded to serve hundreds of  stu-
dents every year. Children from 
broken homes and at risk children 

are placed in the youth village. Im-
migrants from the Former Soviet 
Union, Ethiopia, France and else-
where have also been saved by the 
youth village system, in general, 
and by Ben Shemen in particular.

 “For me, Ben Shemen is where I 
went from childhood to youth and adult-
hood; the years spent there determined 
the course of  my entire life.” Shimon 
Peres, President of  Israel and 
graduate of  the Ben Shemen 
Youth Village.

 Mission members also had 
the opportunity to visit the Ben 
Yakir Youth Village in Emek He-
fer.  Here, again, we saw the suc-
cess of  the educational and thera-
peutic program for the children. 
These were mainly children from 
Ethiopian families. We also had 

the once in a lifetime experience 
to hear the children’s choir sing a 
number of  songs for us and finish 
with Ha Tikvah. Again, our alloca-
tion to the Jewish Agency for Isra-
el helps fund the Ben Yakir Youth 
Village -   Something to make us 
very proud. 

The impact of  our work in the 
late 80’s and 90’s to bring Soviet 
Jews to Israel was very obvious 
on our mission and at the GA in 
Denver - the General Assembly of  
the Jewish Federations of  North 
America, which took place in No-
vember. It was obvious in Israel 
where we saw many towns and cit-
ies that are much larger and more 

successful as a result of  the Rus-
sian Aliyah.

Natan Sharansky, who is the 
head of  the Jewish Agency and a 
former refusnik and former mem-
ber of  Knesset, spoke at a num-
ber of  sessions of  the GA. The 
premier North American Jewish 
conference, it attracts key Federa-
tion lay leaders, donors and pro-
fessionals as well as leadership of  
JFNA’s partner organizations and 
other Jewish organizations. This 
year, Adam Plotkin and I repre-
sented the JCFR at the GA.

There are many changes 
happening at the Jewish Agency 
as the result of  Natan Sharan-
sky’s leadership. At one session, 
Adam and I heard about a new 
program of  bringing young emis-
saries from Israel to work specifi-
cally on college campuses. Often 
college campuses can be hotbeds 
of  anti-Israel and activity. Wayne 
Firestone, president and CEO 
of  National Hillel and Natan 
Sharansky are pushing the Israel 
Fellows Program to help combat 
anti-Israel activities on campus.

Both on our mission and at the 
GA we heard from young people 
who have made Aliyah to Israel or 
have spent time in Israel through 
MASA (during or after college).  
These programs are made pos-
sible through your pledge to the 
JCFR and our allocation to the 
Jewish Agency for Israel.

 Steve Schwager, president 
and CEO of  JDC, also spoke at 
the GA and reminded us of  the 
work being done in the FSU and 
other places around the world to 
revitalize Jewish life. We are help-
ing people to maintain their Jew-
ish roots, heritage, and dignity.  
Some of  our people have lived 
through WWII, the communist 
era and are now living out their 
lives with the help of  Jewish clubs 
and the Chesed or community 
based social work and health care 
systems provided by your Fed-
eration contributions to the JDC. 
There are also, clubs, concerts 
and Shabbat and holiday celebra-
tions for young people that are 

Don’t Let the 
Lights Go Out!  
By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

Our goal ... as a community in 
Richmond and worldwide is to 
help people live in dignity, to 
keep educating children, to keep 
our agencies and our community 
strong.  We won’t let the lights 
go out.

Super Sunday: Answer the 
Call on December 4 

It’s that time of  year again! 
Super Sunday is only days 

away and we need your help! On 
Sunday, Dec. 4 from 9:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m., join other volunteers 
as they make the most important 
calls of  the year. 

To date, the Jewish Community 
Federation of  Richmond has raised  
more than $2 million towards its 
2012 Campaign Goal of  $3 million. 

We need YOU on Super Sunday 
to lend a hand by contacting 
community members to speak with 
them about their commitment to the 
2012 Annual Campaign.

This year JCFR  will be 
presenting a Spirit Award grant 
of  $1,000 to the agency that has 

Federation Announces 
Reshet Grant 
The JCFR has announced 

that the Federation, local 
synagogues and the community 
have received a man-power grant 
from the Jewish Learning Venture’s 
National Reshet Network. Reshet, 
which means Network in Hebrew, 
promotes congregational and 
communal strength.

Richmond is proud to join 
the communities of  Delaware, 
Northern New Jersey, Palm Beach 
County, Fla., Pittsburgh, San 
Francisco, and Southern Arizona 
who are already using Reshet to 
strengthen their communities.

Reshet enables synagogue 
leaders to address common 
challenges through communal 
conversations and capacity-building 
workshops. Reshet nurtures  positive 
relationships between the sponsoring 
agency and the community’s 
congregations. Each community can 
use the Reshet methodology in ways 
that meet its specific needs.

On Tuesday, Nov. 15, Reshet 
founder Rabbi Phil Warmflash and 
Elana Rivel of  Jewish Learning 
Venture helped kick off the program. 
Our synagogues joined together to 
meet the guests and learn about the 
Reshet programs. The attendees left 
the sessions with a stronger feeling 
of  community and are ready to 
incorporate these programs. 

Rabbi Warmflash said 
each Reshet community has 
seen new connections between 
congregations, many of  which 
previously never sat around the 
table together. This has led to 
stronger, more innovative, and 
more collaborative efforts. Also, 
the communities have seen a 
significant change in Federation/
Synagogue relationships.

For information contact Sara 
Rosenbaum at 545-8629 or 
srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.
org.

the highest percentage of  its board 
and staff working as volunteers on 
Super Sunday. The Spirit Award is 
to be used toward a program of  the 
winning agency and is subject to the 
approval of  the chair of  the JCFR 
allocations Committee.

All volunteers will be eligible to 
win great prizes. To be eligible for 
the Spirit Award the agency you are 
representing must have 100 percent 
of  its board making a pledge to the 
2012 Annual Campaign. When 
you sign up to participate in Super 
Sunday make sure you inform 
Federation staff which agency you 
are representing.

Super Sunday will be chaired 
by Seth and Lisa Kaplan  for the 
second year in a row.

If  you are available to volunteer  
your help will be appreciated. With 
your support we can reach our goal 
of  $3 million.

Please contact Sara Rosenbaum  
at srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.
org or at 545-8629 to let her know 
when you are able to volunteer. You 
may also register as a volunteer at 
www.jewishrichmond.org. 

Lights
More on page 4
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RJCL Hosts Book Tasting at 
Swansboro Elementary 

young adult community an opportunity to make 
a positive difference in this world and raised more 
than $7,000 towards the Annual Campaign in 
just one night of  phone calls. 

Shabbat Dinner 
It is obvious people crave the memories of  

childhood and the comfort of  a crowd for an 
at home dinner. Twenty plus people eagerly 
attended the Shabbat Dinner hosted by the 
Shaffin family. These at-home experiences will 
continue to be a staple among the Network 
JCFR. 

YAD Campaign Event
Thursday, Dec. 8, 6:30 p.m.,  Neuwirth’s 

Residence; dessert reception and guest speaker.  
Private Cocktail & Heavy Hors d’Oeuvres 
Reception for Ben Gurion Society members with 
speaker starting at 5:30 p.m. 
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The Network JCFR Young Leaders kicked off 
another busy month - a TribeFest Information 

Session, a Happy Hour, a YAD Phone-a-Thon 
and a Shabbat Dinner. 

 With TribeFest only four months away, they  
are spreading the word about this incredible 
networking opportunity. Held in Las Vegas, 
TribeFest, is expecting thousands of  young, Jewish 
adults from across the nation from March 25-27. 
Last year it attracted more than 1,500 young, 
Jewish adults at sessions on Israeli politics, Jewish 
identity, Jewish parenting, interfaith relationships, 
music, the environment and more. These 
inspiring sessions and motivational speakers 
engaged participants who returned home with 
new energy and light.  

The 2012 schedule is on track to be better.  
The Network JCFR is hosting TribeFest Info 
Sessions to answer questions. 

Join Network JCFR participants at Xtra’s 
Café (3322 W. Cary Street) on Thursday, Dec. 
15 at 5:30 for the next session. Applications for 
the Richmond TribeFest Subsidy are available;  
contact Danielle Aaronson for information. 

Happy Hour
Young adults are known to visit bars, and 

the Richmond crew is no exception. At the 
November Happy Hour, more than 30 young, 
Jewish professionals met at New York Deli. 
Friends, new and old, socialized and relaxed.  

YAD Phone-a-Thon
The YAD Phone-a-Thon  gave the Richmond 

Network JCFR Holds November Events

A great time was had 
recently at Swansboro 

Elementary School as 
members of  the Richmond 
Jewish Coalition for Literacy 
(RJCL) participated with the 
staff and students for the 6th 
Annual Book Tasting. After 
reading a selected group of  
books, students had to decide 
which books tasted the best.  

With the help of  volunteers 
from RJCL, students sampled 
food items related to nineteen 
books selected for this year’s 
tasting.  For each book the 
students read, they were 
given a ticket to “taste” the 
corresponding food. Many 
tasted new foods for the first time.

Students tried foods such as 
challah and kosher pickles while 
reading Baxter, the Pig Who Wanted 
to be Kosher, peach pie from the 
book Easy as Pie, Twinkies from 
Ms. Leakey Is Freaky!, hummus 
(donated by Sabra) from The 
Sandwich Swap and hot buttered 
green peas from LMNO Peas.

The RJCL and Swansboro 
were thrilled to welcome a 
group from Biegler & Associates 
who sponsored the book, Jake 
Goes Peanuts with celery sticks 
and peanut butter. Employees served and 
interacted with the students. They had a 
great time and were quick to encourage any 
other business or companies to get involved 
at Swansboro. 

RJCL is seeking mentors, volunteers and 
monetary and in-kind donations from area 
businesses who want to participate with the 
reward of  helping less fortunate Richmond 
City students with experiences they might 

(From left) Nick Hoelker, Michael Gilbert, Will 
Kilstein and Matt Groff.

(From left)  Evan Apotheker, Lauren Gary, Jess 
Navon and Suzanne and Josh Peck at New York 
Deli Happy Hour.

not otherwise be able to have. Monetary 
donations would be used to help bring 
special programming throughout the year to 
the students.

Contact Diane Munsey at the Federation 
at 545-8654 or DMunsey@jewishrichmond.
org; or Claudia Biegler at claudiabiegler@
gmail.com to get involved or for more 
information on how to support RJCL.

(From left) Claudia Biegler along with staff members from 
Biegler & Associates and a Swansboro student.

(From left) Alex Ross, Jordan Pinsky, Amanda 
Weiner and Cory Weiner. 

RJCL mentors with several Swansboro students and teachers at 
the Annual Book Tasting hold some of the books featured at the 
event at the school. 

Enterprise Circle
Tuesday, December 6th• Breakfast 7:30 a.m. • At the Weinstein JCC

With guests Delegate Jennifer McClellan & Michael Pirron
Social Entrepreneurship and Virginia’s New Corporate Entity Law
Come hear Michael Pirron, founder and CEO of  Impact Makers,

 a Richmond-based IT and consulting company formed on the basis of  social 
entrepreneurship, to both make money and do good. Hear how he worked with  Jennifer 

McClellan to shepherd a new kind of  corporate entity law through the 
Virginia legislature to better support ventures of  this kind 

and foster economic growth of  this type throughout Virginia.

For information and to RSVP, contact Matt Langsam 
at 545-8652 or mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org

sustaining Jewish life in the FSU and many 
other places around the world.

 The spirit of  our mission and our recent 
participation in the GA confirm for me that 
we are building Jewish life and Jewish com-
munity at home and abroad. We will prevail 
because we know how to pull together for 
our local community, for Israel and for our 
brethren overseas.

As Super Sunday approaches on Dec. 4, 

I know our community will respond to 
the ‘calls.” We build life at home through 
our great network of  local agencies:  The 
Weinstein JCC, Jewish Family Services, 
Beth Sholom Home, Aleph Bet Pre-
school, and Rudlin Torah Academy. As 
many of  us saw on our mission, we build 
life through our network of  services in 
Israel and overseas.

 Am Yisrael Chai!

Lights 
Continued from page 3
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in our  
agencies

Women’s Room Programs 

Thirteen beautiful baskets loaded with 
hundreds of  dollars of  valuable gift 

items and gift certificates along with Silent 
Auction items go on display beginning 
Monday, Nov. 28 in the Richard A. Arenstein 
Lobby of  the Weinstein JCC.  

This is the 12th Annual Basket 
Extravaganza. The drawings for basket 
winners and final silent auction bids will take 
place Monday, Dec. 12. 

This year’s basket themes include Books!  
Books! Books! and Much More, Date 
Night, Everything Baby, Everything Jewish, 
European Delights, Family Game Night, 
Gift Certificates Galore, It’s All Organic!, 

Just for Him, Kitchen Kapers, Movie Night, 
Pamper Yourself, Coffee, Tea, Wine & Lots 
of  Chocolate.

Gift certificates and items have been 
donated by area museums, restaurants, 
entertainment venues, retailers and service 
providers.  

The baskets and silent auction packages 
may be viewed during regular hours the 
Weinstein JCC is open. Call 285-6500 for the 
hours.  Tickets are $2 each or 10 for $18 and 
you need not be present to win. All proceeds 
benefit the Weinstein JCC Preschool. 

For information, contact the preschool at 
545-8615 or wjccpga@hotmail.com.  

The Weinstein JCC’s Jewish 
Family Theatre opening 

show of  the 2011-2012 season 
is the hit musical, How To Succeed 

In Business Without Really Trying. 
A cast of  24, include past JFT favorites 

Earl Ferguson, Ruth McMahon, Jackie 
Meyers, Mary McMillan and Neil Sonenklar. 
The cast also features newcomers, Anna 
Starnes and John Whitener, in the lead roles,  
The show has a live on stage band with 

piano/conductor Tim Crawford and fellow 
musicians Brian Cruse, Matt Nichols, Sheri 
Oyen and Alisa Erway. 

Tickets are on sale with a preview 
performance and Hanukkah dinner on 
Wednesday, Dec. 7 and the official opening 
Dec. 8. Shows run Dec. 8 - 18, Thursday 
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m., Sunday at 2 
p.m. and a special closing Sunday evening 
performance on Dec. 18. 

For tickets call 285-6500.

Camp Hilbert Reunion 
On Sunday, Dec. 4 from 2 to 4 p.m., Camp Hilbert will hold a camp reunion for all 

past campers and staff. Campers can come and enjoy a bounce house and face 
painting while eating some goodies and hanging out with camp friends. 

See your counselors and say one last good bye to summer 2011 and a huge hello 
to 2012. Of  course no camp event is complete without GaGa. There will be a GaGa 
tournament for all ages, campers, staff and parents. The tournament will start at 2:30.  

  
The Weinstein JCC is supported, in part, by a generous contribution from the Jewish Community 
Federation of  Richmond 

12th Annual  

Basket Extravaganza

The Tikkun Olam Super Stars! 
The Weinstein JCC has introduced 

TOSS - The Tikkun Olam Super 
Stars - an initiative designed at bringing 
community service and social opportunities 
to Richmond’s middle school-aged youth.  

TOSS completed its first service project 
on Nov. 8, when it cooked and served food to 
residents of  the Freedom House Community 
Shelter. Eighteen teens participated, which 
began with bowling at Sunset Lanes. The 
teens then returned to the center to prepare 
a full meal of  salad, pasta, green beans, 
potatoes and baked chicken. 

The River 103.7 DJ Melissa Chase 
helped the teens prep and cook the meal. 
Serving the meal to approximately 20 
residents of  the Community Shelter capped 

off the night. The next TOSS event is 
scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 4, at the Ronald 
McDonald House from 3 to 5 p.m. 

To register or learn more about the event, 
please contact Jordan Pinsky at 545-8609 or 
jpinsky@weinsteinjcc.org.

Tuesday, Dec. 6, 11 a.m.
Alicia Oltuski, Precious Objects: 
A Story of  Diamonds, Family and 
a Way of  Life
The daughter of  a diamond 
dealer, the author takes 
readers behind the scenes to 
reveal the shrouded inner workings of  New 
York’s diamond district. 
Hosted by the Jewish Women’s Club

Wednesday, Dec. 7, 12 
p.m.
COMMUNITY READ
Pam Jenoff, The Things We 
Cherished
Two attorneys fall for each 
other as they defend the 

brother of  a Holocaust hero against allegations 
of  WWII-era war. 
$12 members / $15 nonmembers (lunch) 
Co-sponsored by Hadassah

Monday, Dec. 12, 7:30 
a.m.
Steven Levy, In The Plex: How 
Google Thinks, Works and Shapes 
our Lives

Drawing on access to Google’s 
top management, Levy tells the inside story 
of  the astonishing success, influence and 
ambition - as well as the embarrassing 
blunders - of  Google.

Book Fair 
$3.50 members/$5 nonmembers (light 
breakfast) 
Co-sponsored by the Jewish Community Federation 
of  Richmond’s Enterprise Circle Affinity Group

Tuesday, Dec. 13, 6 p.m.
Ronda Robinson, Beyond 
Politics: Inspirational People of  
Israel
This book features 18 amazing 
Israelis and is designed to show 
life in Israel behind the headlines.
$18 members/$23 nonmembers (Israeli 
dinner)

Friday, Dec. 16, 10 
a.m.
Story Time with Dawn 
Preschool – 2nd Grade
A Horse for Hannukah

Dawn Kowal will read the humorous story 
of  Golda, the Hebrew speaking horse, 
wreaking havoc in a hilarious unfolding 
of  the Rosenbaum Family´s Hanukkah 
celebration. To pre-order a book for your 
child, contact Lisa Looney at llooney@
weinsteinjcc.org or 545-8608.

Also don’t miss out on the Gift Shop 
during the Book Fair. It has the largest and 
best selection of  Jewish books, Hanukkah 
gift items and Judaica. 

For information, call 285-6500.
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Mazo Publishers
www.mazopublishers.com

Beyond Politics bids us to expand our understanding of 
“what is going on in Israel today” by focusing not on current 
events, but on the lives of people – individuals living today 
in Israel – immigrants from different parts of the world and 
those born there. It is a must reading for anyone who cares 
deeply about the future of Israel and the Jewish people and 
seeks to foster dialogue, cooperation, and shalom in the 
Middle East. 

Beyond Politics shatters the omnipresent myths and 
stereotypes of Israel by highlighting the lives of different 
people making up the mosaic we call Israel.

Reading Beyond Politics was a joy that enhanced and 
enriched my own understanding of Israel – and I live here! 
If you want to understand the true face of Israel – in all its 
diversity and depth – Beyond Politics is a must reading.

Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein
Founder and President, 

International Fellowship of Christians & Jews

$16.95

Continued from page 1

Jewish Family 
Theatre

The Tikkun Olam Super Stars. 

Dec. 5 - Book Fair, Avrom Bendavid-Val, 
“The Heavens Are Empty-Discovering the 
Lost Town of  Trochenbrod. (Joint Meeting) 

Dec. 12 - Dr. Leah Bush, Va. Chief  Medical 
Examiner, “Crime Solving - Recent Advances 
in DNA Leading to Exonerations.” (Joint 
Meeting)                      

Dec. 19 - Rabbi Martin Biefield, Jr, 
Congregation Beth Ahabah, “The Status of  
Israel and the Arab Spring.”

Dec. 26 - No meeting

Men’s Club  Programs 

Dec. 5  - Weinstein JCC Book Fair, Author 
Avrom Bendavid-Val, “The Heavens Are 
Empty: Discovering The Lost Town Of  
Trachenbrod.”  (Joint Meeting)

Dec. 12 - Dr. Leah Bush, Chief  Medical 
Examiner’s Office, “The Triad Of  Truth: 
Forensic  Investigators, Scientists and 

Pathologists Working Together.” (Joint 
meeting)
Dec. 19 - Colleen Herbig & Judy DellaRipa, 
NICHE: “Nurses Improving Care For 
Health System Elders.”

Dec. 26 - No Program
For information, contact Shari Menlowe-

Barck at 545-8611.
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I srael: I had read that Israel is one of  the best-
performing economies in the world, top 10 

countries in patents, startups, military capabilities, 
etc. The experience in person is to be astounded/
overwhelmed at the successes achieved in so short 
a time, which no other country can match in the 
face of  obstacles nearly incomprehensible in their 
magnitude and severity; to be delighted with the 
modernity, beauty, and live-ability; to be humbled by 
the quality of  the leadership, thinking and execution 
in integrating and serving a diverse population, truly 
leaving no person behind who has an ounce of  interest 
in being included. I was humbled by the tolerance 
and balance of  those who presented to us. I could not 
imagine the Editor of  the New York Times providing 
a sympathetic and accurate view of  the Tea Party or 
even the Republican party such as we heard from the 
Opposition Newspaper of  Netanyahu and his party.

Troubling questions: What does it say about all 
of  us - humanity - that this country, which should 
be serving as a beacon and case study for virtually 
every other country is perceived so inaccurately and so 
unkindly by the rest of  the world? 

We labored through the Yad Vashem, stood under 
the ruins of  the second temple, heard the stories of  
the destruction and rebuilding of  Hurva all the 
while probably consoling ourselves that these events 
are far in the past and could not happen again. Yet 
we and the world remain relatively passive or worse 
while the Arab hysteria about Israel seems only to  
be worsening, its would-be leader publicly trumpets 
his country’s intention of  eliminating Israel, and 
the rest of  the world seems to be implicitly washing 
its collective hands of  the issue or worse. Even our 
own country appears to be on a feckless course of  
distancing itself. Are our great grandchildren going 
to be touring the Yad Vashem commemorating the 
destruction of  modern Israel? As most of  us probably 
tried to grasp during that tour how the rest of  the 
“civilized” world could let the Holocaust happen, 
will our great grandchildren be asking what we and 
the non-Arab world were thinking or doing?

Perhaps most troubling, I don’t know the answers, 
don’t know what to do differently, and don’t know if  
I could do it if  I did know.

-Steve Gillispie

Resting outside the new Herzl Museum are (from left): 
Marilyn Flax, Barbara Shocket, Lesley Greenberg, Toby 
Rosenthal, Weene Lehman and Ginger Levit. 

Enjoying their time at the Dead Sea, complete with special 
“mud” to protect their skin, are (from left) Frank and Stacey 
Baum, Ann and Bob Riegel, Nathan and Nannette Shor, Bryan 
Kocen and Lisa and Andy Fratkin. 

Some Mission participants toured the Ben 
Shemen Youth Village on a wagon pulled by 
a tractor. 

(From left) Marvin Daniel and  Bob Voogt at 
Kibbutz Lavi, which was founded in 1949.

Mission Group Falls in Love With Israel ... Again..   israel

(From left) Lesley Greenberg and Barbara 
Kiken on Mt. Hertzl.

(Center) Yael Shamir, who was a schalich 
this past summer at Camp Hilbert, is 
flanked by (from left) Nannette Shor, 
Paula Carl, Natalie Guld and Ellen Renee 
Adams. Several other past schaliciam and 
many friends of Richmonders that made 
Alyiah were at a dinner in Emek Hefer with 
the Mission group. 

The mission was certainly a fitting conclusion to the celebration 
of  the Federation’s first seventy-five years. To have the largest 

ever mission group from Richmond not only affirmed the vibrancy 
of  our Richmond Jewish community today, it reaffirmed our 
historic connection to Eretz Yisroel. The trip itself  could not have 
been better and the group spirit was simply remarkable. Though 
I’ve been on quite a few missions before, this was one truly special, 
largely because so many of  the participants were experiencing 
Israel for the first time. Witnessing their emotional journey made 
my return visit so much more meaningful.

-Cathy Plotkin

The last time we traveled to Israel (25 years 
ago), we felt we had come home. That 

feeling was only intensified from this trip by the 
meaningful experiences you had planned for us 
and our ‘new extended Richmond family.’ We 
now appreciate much more deeply what the 
Federation does for Richmond and Israel. Thank 
you for allowing us to be part of  this mission,

-Les & Ellen Kreisler

I am dead tired but FILLED with wonder and enlightment. 
WE (David and I) LOVED the trip, the mission, and the 

whole experience. The best way that I can explain how I feel/felt 
about the trip ... I always understood Israel in my head. Now I 
understand it in my heart. 
 

-Lesley Greenberg (From left) Louis Adams and Arthur 
Adams at Latrun Tank Museum and 
Memorial.

(From left) David 
Greenberg, Barbara 
Ebert, Jeff Brownstein, 
Mary Ellen Wilkinson, 
Director of the Ben Yakir 
Youth Village, Bob and 
Marilyn Flax, Stan Feuer 
and Russ Jennings.

(From left) Lisa Fratkin, Nancy Rubin, Robin 
Kocen, Nannette Shor and Diane Richmon 
with Israeli soldiers and MASA students.

This was my sixth or seventh trip to Israel over 
the past 35 years. Israel continues to amaze me!.  

The growth and advancements are just astonishing.  
It was great meeting some new people and I enjoyed 
watching those who were first timers.  It brought back 
wonderful memories. The light show at the Citadel 
was a first for me.  I really enjoyed it.  It is always 
nice to see where are $$$ are going and the good we 
do here back in Richmond!   

-Barbara Kiken
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Each time we go to Israel we fall in love with the country. This time it was made better by being 
with new and long-time community friends. Cheers to Sam, Matt, Robert and Danielle and 

the generous support from the Sherry Rose Foundation.

-Judith and Ike Koziol

... A Wonder and Excitement ..  Amazing ...  Meaningful ...  

My favorite thing about my first trip to 
Israel was the people. This is the only 

country I have visited when I felt that the word 
tourist was not derogatory. I felt welcomed by 
each person I spoke with: the man who walked 
down the hill from the Old City in Jerusalem 
with me(after I took the wrong gate and got 
lost); the young woman from New Jersey who 
walked with me back to the hotel and told me 
about when her family made aliyah when she 
was fourteen; the security guard (so many guns) 
at the apartment complex we cut across despite 
the “do not enter” signs; the street vendor who 
rode his vendor bike next to me on my walk 
from Old Jaffa to the Sheraton in Tel Aviv; the 
people in the gelato store who helped me find 
a coffee store that could sell me a frappaccino 
(found!); the cab driver who told us he did 
impersonations and entertained us all the way to 
the Old Port.  All wanted to know where I was 
from, how long I had been in Israel, where had 
I gone, and mostly did I LOVE it. All wanted 
to tell me a little about their lives in and love of  
Israel.  I felt thoroughly welcomed to Israel. So 
my defining image was at the Batsheva dance 
performance.  A beautiful exotic young woman 
dancer moved to the front of  the stage, opened 
her arms wide, and uttered the only spoken 
word of  the performance: “WELCOME.”  
And we were.
 

-Barbara Ebert

No matter how many times you visit Israel there is always something new to see, something 
new to learn.  And going on a mission adds an extra special dimension. It was great to share 

the wonder of  Israel with over eighty Richmonders. And it was so much fun to reconnect with 
Richmonders who made aliyah.
 

-Susan Meyers

I t was a fantastic experience for Marty 
and me to be in Israel with  family,( my 

daughters and their husbands), with some dear 
old friends, with some wonderful new friends, 
and with so many members of   our lovely 
community. This was not my first trip to Israel 
but it was definitely the most educational and in 
many ways, the most meaningful. Many days 
later I am smiling at the wonderful memories, 
which connect me to my history, my Judaism, 
and to the wonderful good fortune of  being a 
member of  the American Jewish Community. 
The Federation provided us with excellent and 
informative speakers, professionals in their 
fields of  expertise, who spoke so eloquently 
and gave us so much insight. I have a better 
understanding of  Israel’s strengths and its 
struggles, along with new admiration and 
compassion. Thanks so much for those who 
worked so hard to make this happen--to Matt 
and Sam, to Nathan and Nannette and to all 
the “behind the scenes” people in the Federation 
and Foundation office. And of  course, we are 
so grateful to The Sherry Rose Foundation for 
funding this excellent mission.
 

-Evelyn K. Lampert

(From left) While at Yad Vashem, Josh and Randi Weiss 
and Larry Rubin and Diane Richmon listen to Rabbi Martin 
Beifield talk about Israel’s national Holocaust Museum. 

The Hurva Synagogue in Jerusalem was 
recently rebuilt. It stands near the ruins of 
the Synagogue destroyed by the Turkish 
Moslems in 1721.  (Note olive tree in right 
side of both pictures). Photographed by Les Kreisler 
in 2011

This  1987 photo shows the Commemorative 
Arch at the Hurva Synagogue, which  was 
built following re-capture of Jerusalem. 
The Synagogue was destroyed under the 
Jordanian occupation of the Old City. 
Photographed by Les Kreisler in 1987

(From left) Barbara Shocket and Ginger Levit at the Western 
Wall - Ha Kotel, where generations of Jews have come to 
pray . 

Alvin Lehman at the Latrun Tank Museum 
and Memorial.

(From left) Amy Nisenson, Andi Silver and 
Natalie Guld in a tunnel at the Western Wall.

(From left) David Gardner and Ina 
Ginsburg stand on columns at Caesarea.

Steve Meyers and others walk along a path 
next to the Old City, near the tunnels at the 
Western Wall.

Downtown modern Tel Aviv.
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JFS Honors Volunteers 

The annual JFS Volunteer Recognition 
Lunch was held Friday, Nov. 4, at the 

Weinstein JCC. 
The lunch is JFS’ way to thank volun-

teers for the incredible work they do ev-
ery day in the community. Volunteers get 
involved as Friendly Visitors, Telephone 
Reassurance callers, office support, and 
special projects. Last year, 93 people spent 
3,790 hours volunteering for JFS.

At the lunch, JFS bestowed the Volun-
teer of  the Year award on the JELF volun-
teers. 

JELF (Jewish Educational Loan Fund) 

grants interest-free loans to Jewish students 
from Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Virginia for post-
secondary study at accredited institutions. 
JELF’s loans are “last dollar” — they sup-
ply the final funds that a student needs 
to attend school, and are based solely on 
need. 

Ellen Glass, a therapist at JFS, leads the 
JELF volunteers and heads the program for 
Richmond. In addition to reviewing the ap-
plications, the JELF volunteers conduct a 
personal interview with each student. Ellen 
is ably assisted by Ellen Brothers, Barbara 
Cohen, Bev Koerin, Jaci Miller, and Syral 
Specter.

If  you are interested in volunteering at 
JFS, opportunities abound! You can make 
a real difference in someone’s life. Call 
Sheryl Luebke, volunteer resources coordi-
nator, at 282-5644, ext. 244, or email her at 
sluebke@jfsrichmond.org.

Jewish Family Services is supported, 
in part, by a generous contribution from 
the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond.

(From left) JELF volunteers Ellen Brothers, Bev 
Koerin, Jaci Miller, Ellen Glass, and Barbara 
Cohen. Not pictured: Syral Specter. Photo by Sid 

Koerin

Beth Sholom Gardens Holds 
Several Programs 

Beth Sholom Gardens recently had a 
sports-themed party for residents and 

staff. 
These are great socials where the residents 

can interact with staff members in a different 
way. The staff got into the theme, wearing 
their favorite sports jerseys all day. There was a 
large turn out of  about 30 residents, including 
residents from the memory center. 

The parlor was set up for games, dancing 
and fun. There were football banners hang-
ing from the ceilings that popped out when 
you walked in and appetizers were served on 
soccer, baseball and basketball plates. Each 
resident got a glow in the dark wrist-band and 
bright sunglasses for the party. 

After putting in a “Jock Jams” CD, many 
residents danced in their seats or got up and 
danced with staff members. The residents  
received musical instruments like maracas 
and bells to shake and play while the music 
was playing. There was staff from nursing, 
dining and housekeeping that joined in for 
the fun. 

Also the residents of  the memory center 
invited residents from the memory center at 
the new Parkside over for a meet and greet 
lunch. There was such great attendance that 
seats had to be added for those who joined. 
The lunch was catered by McAllister’s Deli, 
which had a variety of  sandwiches and wraps, 

as well as chips and cookies. 
The gardens residents enjoyed meet-

ing and socializing with the residents from 
Parkside. The residents reminisced about 
their favorite places to eat, memories about 
going out to eat with family and loved 
ones, and homemade cooking recipes. The 
residents enjoyed listening to soft classical 
music in the background while eating and 
chatting with each other. At the end of  the 
lunch, many residents raved about how 
much they enjoyed the experience and were 
already asking when the next special lunch 
will be held.

Beth Sholom Home is supported, in part, 
by a generous contribution from the Jew-
ish Community Federton of  Richmond.

RTA has 
a n n o u n c e d 

that registration 
for the 3rd Annual 
Run-A-Latke is 
open. This year’s 

race will take place on Sunday, Dec. 11, at 
the Virginia Farm Bureau in West Creek (the 
same place as last year).  

To register, visit:  
https://www.raceit.com/register/groups/

default.aspx?newgroup=true&event=7009 
The event will have the usual goodies 

that help make the race great - latkes, donuts, 
coffee, hot chocolate and random race swag. 
Register and tell your friends. There will be a 
Children’s Miler just prior to the longer race, 
and RTA welcomes both serious runners 
and the not-so-serious runners (including 
walkers, pets, and strollers).      

The race benefits RTA, which is 
Richmond’s Jewish Day School. To learn 
more about RTA, visit www.rudlin.com. 

For questions, contact Rebecca Kalman-
Winston, rkalmanwinston@hotmail.com, or 
Leslie Cohen, LesnJohn@juno.com .

RTA’s Annual Run-A-Latke 
Set for December 11

(From left) Eliot and Michael Zedd, Ari Lehman, 
Jacob Zedd and Jacob Lehman.

Welcome to the Café @ the Weinstein JCC!
We offer Daily Specials

Fresh Baked Breads & Pastries
Yummy Soups & Salads

Kosher & Non~Kosher Catering
Box Lunch Delivery • Local Vendors! 

Monday ~ Friday 8 to 5 
On the Fitness Level ~ 285.6500

Corporate Catering

Save the Date!
RTA Open House - Wednesday, January 25

 
RTA invites the community to its Open House on Wednesday, Jan. 25 at 7:30 p.m. This 
event offers the opportunity for prospective kindergarten and first-grade parents to learn 
more about Rudlin Torah Academy’s remarkable program and meet with RTA faculty 

members, parents, and alumni.  No RSVP is necessary to attend the Open House.  
 For more information or directions, call the school office at 784-9050.

Resident Jerry Osmalov and his wife, Vilma.

Guy Tsur and several younsters celebrate 
completion of last year’s runs.

Rudlin Torah Academy is supported, 
in part, by a generous contribiuton from 
the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond.
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RTA sixth grader Jacob Zedd recently 
attended the Junior National Young 

Leaders Conference. 
The program  offered “mature, high-

achieving middle school students the 
opportunity to learn about leadership by 
studying the leaders of  the past and by focusing 
on social advocacy to make a positive impact in 
their homes and communities.”  

Selected by RTA as a representative for 
2011, Zedd spent a week in the Washington, 
D.C., area learning about American history, 
visiting national landmarks and participating 
in innovative, thought-provoking workshops. 

RTA Student Attends National Conference  
Among other 

challenging assignments, 
Jacob and his leadership 
focus group explored 
methods for identifying 
and preventing cyber 
bullying.  

“It was a great 
experience that helped 
me develop leadership skills 
while learning about American history and 
having fun at the same time,” the youngster 
said. 

hadassah 
news

Elegance was the key to Richmond 
Chapter of  Hadassah’s Elinor 

Bloom Marshall Humanitarian 
Award gala as members honored 
posthumously their beloved 
former President Elinor Bloom 
Marshall with the first semi-annual  
Humanitarian Award .

 The prestigious award is named 
in honor of  Elinor’s outstanding, 
unselfish and caring leadership 
service to the community. It will 
be presented semi-annually to the 
person in our community who best exemplifies 
these qualities.

Chairs of  the gala Claudia Biegler and 
Cheri Wolff  presented the award. Accepting 
the award were Marshall’s sons, Art, Stephen, 
and Larry Bloom and their families.

“Elinor was a remarkable person,” said 
gala co-chair Claudia Biegler, her voice 
catching with emotion. “She unselfishly 
devoted herself  to projects and leadership that 
benefited people, the Jewish community and 
her many projects and charities throughout 
the Richmond area.”  

 Co-Presidents Debbie Leo and Susie 
Adolf  welcomed the large crowd. “In Elinor’s 
memory we have raised $36,000 and will be 
able to dedicate and name a patient room 
after this remarkable woman in the new Sarah 
Wetsman Davidson Hospital Tower in Israel,” 
announced Adolf.

The program was a musical-video 

Hadassah Holds First Semi-
Annual Humanitarian Award  

The end of  the year is a time when 
charitably inclined individuals think 

about how they can help to make the dreams 
of  the organizations they support come true. 

It’s also a time when tax-wise donors 
understand that year-end giving benefits them 
as well. If  you have assets that have appreciated 
with a low-cost basis you may be wondering 
how to best use those appreciated assets for 
tax planning and charitable purposes. By 
donating before the end of  the year your 
charitable deduction may reduce your taxes 
this year. This should give you some peace 
of  mind knowing you don’t have to concern 
yourself  with the stock market’s fluctuations. A 
few year-end techniques are discussed below.

Donor Advised Funds  
By donating appreciated assets to RJF you 

can avoid paying capital gains tax and secure 
a tax deduction. It’s especially well suited for 
donors who have yet to decide what charities 
they want to benefit. Once the appreciated 
assets are given to RJF and placed in your 
donor advised fund account, you can take 
as much time as you need to decide where 
to direct a gift. You can start your fund with 

cash or appreciated stock and take three years 
to fund to the $5,000 minimum level. Donor 
advised funds are great vehicles to plan your 
philanthropy including gifts for your temple, 
the Federation and any other qualified non-
profit that you support. 

IRA Rollover
Have you been looking for a way to make a 

major gift to create your legacy without dipping 
into your checking or savings account?  If  you 
are over 70 ½, you can transfer up to $100,000 
from your IRA to a RJF endowment before 
the end of  December 2011 without paying 
any federal income tax. And this gift may be 
made over and above the other charitable 
gifts you already make. Your gift can be made 
simply by notifying your IRA plan custodian 
of  your intent to make a current transfer to us 
or another charitable organization.  

Bequests
If  you are not ready to donate your stock  

today, you can still enjoy your property during 
your lifetime while making a gift to us through 
your will or trust. A bequest of  your property 
will provide your estate with an estate tax 
charitable deduction, which means the money 
saved can go to your loved ones. A simple 
sentence or two in your will can ensure that 
your family is cared for while also supporting 
the charities of  your choice after your lifetime. 

For more information on how to create 
your legacy using an IRA rollover gift in 2011 
or a bequest or how to create your own donor 
advised fund, contact me at the Richmond 
Jewish Foundation office at 545-8656 or email 
robert@rjfoundation.net. 

By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

focus on 
foundation

Year End Gifting Strategies 

presentation by Art Bloom and the 
“Mazelettes,” a choir of  Hadassah members 
singing original songs with music by Art 
Bloom, lyrics by Elinor Bloom Marshall  
commemorating her life. Elegantly gowned in 
black attire with splashes of  color in red and 
green, all Gala Committee members wore 
pearls in honor of  Marshall’s signature attire.

Contributing to the elegance of  the evening 
were LKS Enterprises and Groovin Gourmet 
who provided hors d’oeuvres at stations set up 
throughout the lobby of  the Weinstein JCC. 

The award, a sculpture in glass, was 
created for the perpetual semi-annual Elinor 
Bloom Marshall Humanitarian Award by 
Richmond artisan Neil Duman of  Visions in 
Glass. It symbolizes Elinor’s unique, special 
musical talent, devotion to Hadassah, and the 
strength of  her leadership. Corporate Sponsor 
for the evening was Adolf  Jewelers.

Hadassah Life Membership

December 31 is the last chance for a  Centennial Hadassah Life Membership bargain 
for only $100. Hanukkah is the perfect time to honor the significant people in your 

life: husbands, friends, children, grandchildren. 
Hadassah members are motivated and inspired to strengthen their partnership with Israel, 

ensure Jewish continuity and realize their potential as a dynamic force in American society.
 For further information, contact Dana Reynolds at DanaReynolds@hotmail.com, 

750-1632 or Sara Waskin at s.Waskin@comcast.net or 741-9324.
Community Read

Hadassah is co-sponsoring Author Pam Jenoff and her appearance at the Weinstein JCC 
Book Fair on Wednesday, Dec. 7 at 12 p.m. to discuss the book, The Things We Cherished. 
Members are encouraged to attend. The book was selected as the COMMUNITY READ 
this year.  See page 5  for more information.

Health Program 
On Sunday, Jan. 15, from 10 a.m. to noon, Hadassah will present a Health Education 
Program. The speakers will be Dr. Robert Downs, a faculty member at the VCU Health 
System and an expert on osteoporosis, and  Dr. Tracy Adler, a Richmond physical 
therapist and founder of  Orthopedic Physical Therapy, Inc. The program is free to the 
community. Contact Phyllis Ellenbogen at phy1123123@comcast.net , Julie Goodman at 
isagoodwoman@aol.com or Janet Meyers at janetsmeyers@gmail.com.

Hadassah Gala Committee members.

Jacob Zedd
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Beth El Religious School is a 
Place of Learning for All Ages   

Exciting Times 
at KBI  

The fall holidays have 
come and gone, but 

the Beth-El Religious School 
continues to be a place of  
learning and activity for all 
ages.  

Sukkot was celebrated at school as well 
as in the synagogue. Each grade fulfilled 
the mitzvah of  eating a meal in the Sukkah 
on Sunday, Oct. 16, when students in 
grades 2-10 enjoyed pancakes and hot 
chocolate provided by the Sisterhood. The 
kindergarten and 1st grade students and 
parents enjoyed a Sukkot celebration at their 
teacher’s house. Morah Griff combined the 
holiday celebration with a parent learning 
day in her family’s sukkah. 

Classes are now focusing on the Hebrew 
and Judaic portions of  the curriculum.  
Tzedakah is one of  the subjects that students 
have discussed, and each class has designated 
a specific charity to which their donations 
will be given. Some of  the charities that the 
students will donate to include: breast cancer 
research, the Ronald McDonald House, 
B.A.R.K., the Wounded Warriors Project, 
and the Beth Shalom Home.

The high school did a great job in helping 

the synagogue prepare for CARITAS.  
During the week of  Nov. 5-12, Temple Beth-
El hosted 35 homeless men, and the students 
assisted with this project. Sadye Soffin led the 
high school classes in gathering the donations 
needed to host the men. From toiletry items 
to food donations, the students helped solicit 
and organize many of  the items needed to 
ensure a successful week. The demonstration 
of  caring and leadership from these students 
is wonderful.

The newest students in the religious 
school celebrated Consecration during the 
Simchat Torah celebration.  Beth-El is proud 
of  these students, who were recognized by 
the congregation as they begin their formal 
religious education at our school.

The Ruach youth group has been 
having fun and also doing service work.  In 
October, Ruach had a picnic lunch followed 
by miniature golf  at Bogey’s Sports Park.  In 
November Ruach did service activity for 
the Ronald McDonald House. Any 3rd-5th 
grader is welcome to join Ruach, regardless 
of  religious school enrollment. Please contact 
Debbie Falik for information at Debbie@
Falik.net.  

The Adult Hebrew class began its fall 
semester on Oct. 30 and registration is 
still open. This “crash course,” taught by 
Barbara Lustig, will have you learning your 
letters and reading by the end 12 classes.  
Lustig speaks Hebrew fluently and has many 
years of  experience teaching Hebrew to 
students of  all ages. 

We appreciate the involvement and 
support of  everyone thus far this year. We are 
grateful to our students, teachers, parents, 
and congregants. Contact the school if  you 
have suggestions or concerns at  355-3564.

It was a month to remember at KBI, 
including a special Shabbat dinner 

honoring the Jewish Veterans of  the 
community on 11/11/11.  

With over 150 guests in attendance, war 
stories abounded and a memorable night 
was had by all. Special thanks to our guests 
Norman Rosenshein, head of  the Jewish 
War Veterans, Rabbi Lt. Col. Koss, chaplain 
at Walter Reed Hospital and the J.R. Tucker 
High School color guard.  It was a great 
night for all to come together on Shabbat 
and reflect on the sacrifice made by our 
military.

A new class also began on Sunday 
mornings discussing the week’s top news 
stories and analyzing them through the 
prism of  the Torah. Instead of  watching 
the Sunday talk shows, attendees experience 
the top stories by trying to understand the 
Jewish perspectives on topics like universal 
healthcare and trading land in Israel for 
peace.  Also, KBI is starting the Beginners’ 
Minyan so that those who want more 
background for Tefillah/prayer can attend 

this new, informal, relaxed, and educational 
prayer group. 

In November, the Leadership Initiative 
for Teens (LIFT) and the local NCSY chapter 
embarked on its first trip of  the year.  LIFT 
is a weekly class for high school students 
that identifies areas of  doubt and ideas that 
challenge one’s faith so as to strengthen the 
teenagers ability to think through challenging 
philosophical difficulties that may arise.)  

The group went to the Poconos to join 
hundreds of  other Jewish teens to experience 
snowboarding, horseback riding in the 
mountains, and an unforgettable Shabbat.  
It’s a place for the Jewish teen to feel comfort 
and pride in their Judaism.  

December means Hanukkah and 
the highly anticipated Iron Crockpot 
Competition.  Enter your cholent in KBI’s 
high stakes “eat-off.” Have fun making 
a mess in the kitchen with the rest of  the 
formidable competitors and their secret 
recipes. 

For more information on all KBI 
activities, contact the office at 288-7953.    

Beth Ahabah Loves Movies   
Beth Ahabah Loves Movies! invites the 

congregation and friends to watch and 
review Jewish-themed films. The movies are 
free of  charge, introduced by a speaker, and 
accompanied by snacks. All are welcome.

Movies  will be shown at Beth Ahabah 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m.

Dec. 10 - “The Infidel”
Introduction and Discussion led by 

Michael Decker - When Mahmud Nasir’s 
son wants to marry into a more observant 
Muslim East London family he knows he has 
to clean up his act. In the course of  checking 
on this and that, boy, does he get a surprise. 
He is Jewish by birth. He secretly goes to 

his neighbor, Leonard Goldberg, for help 
about himself, Solly Shimshillewitz. This is a 
poignant comedy about beliefs, barriers, and 
getting along.

Feb. 11, 2012- “Jews and Baseball: 
An American Love Story”

Introduction and Discussion led by 
Russell Finer - Remember Sandy Koufax? 
You’ll enjoy this 2010 critically acclaimed 
documentary on the interactions of  Jewish 
baseball players on the game and American 
culture. The film is narrated by Dustin 
Hoffman and destined to delight.

For more information, call the Beth 
Ahabah office at 358-6757 

Temple Beth-El Men’s Club will hold its Annual Blood Drive on Sunday Dec. 11 from 8 
a.m. to noon at the Brown Religious School 601 N. Parham Road. Contact Don Light 

at adlight@aol.com or 337-0563 to donate.

Beth-El Men’s Club Plans Blood Drive  

These third graders enjoy pancakes in a Sukkah.

On New Year’s Eve, Congregation 
Or Ami in conjunction with the 

Richmond Folk Music Society have prepared 
an evening of  musical entertainment, along 
with delicious food and drink for New Year’s 
Eve 2012.  

Deb Clinton, director of  SPARC (School 
of  the Performing Arts in the Richmond 
Community) and member of  Or Ami has 
prepared an exciting evening. There will be 
assorted show tunes from the golden years 
of  the American and Yiddish theater, along 
with old favorites from The Great American 

Songbook.  Clinton will be joined by musicians 
from Klezmer Or’Ami’m. Admission to the 
concert is $28 with a dinner. Dinner seating 
is at 6 p.m. To attend  concert only, this will 
begin at 8 p.m.; the cost is $15 in advance 
and $18 at the door. For information about 
Richmond Folk Music/purchase advance 
tickets visit www.richmondfolkmusic.com. 
Reserve in advance for the concert only ($15) 
by email richmondfolkmusic@yahoo.com) 
or telephone  647-7856.  Advance tickets 
can also be purchased by sending a check to 
Congregation Or Ami by December 26.

Richmond’s Best Kept
Secret for Fine Interiors. 

FRANCINE MORGAN 804•360-9818

I am a full service interior designer dedicated to my client’s needs 
and desires. My clients get advice and information throughout the 
process to help them make knowledgeable and confident design 
decisions. Treating clients with respect and delivering more than 
promised is my guiding principle in business. Please contact me for a 
complimentary consultation.  

    Fabric  • Wall Coverings • Furniture • Lighting • Floor Coverings • Window Treatments

Or Ami Plans New Year’s Eve Program   

in our
synagogues



Use your card and save on items on this page.  We sell both Kosher and non-Kosher 
foods. Some items not available in some stores. While supplies last. 
Prices good December 4, 2011 through January 14, 2012.

Kedem 
Grape Juice
Select Varieties, 
64 fl. oz. btl.

2/$500 2/$3004/$100
Streit’s 
PotatoPancake

Streit’s 
Chocolate Coins
MIlk or Dark Chocolate, 
.53 oz. pkg.

with your BONUSCARD

with your BONUSCARD

with your BONUSCARD with your BONUSCARD with your BONUSCARD

with your BONUSCARD

with your BONUSCARD

with your BONUSCARD

with your BONUSCARD

with your BONUSCARD

with your BONUSCARD

with your BONUSCARD

with your BONUSCARD

2/$400 2/$100
Gefen 
Chestnuts

Kedem 
Tea Biscuits
All Varieties,
4.2 oz. pkg.

79¢

Rokeach 
Chanukah Candles

Elite 
Chocolate Bars 

Kedem 
Sparkling 
Juices
25.4 fl. oz. btl., 
Excludes 
No Sugar Added

2/$500 2/$600
Golden Blintzes
Assorted Flavors, 
13 oz. box

2/$300
Tabatchnick 
Frozen Soup
15 oz. pkg

Empire Frozen 
Kosher Turkey $249 $549

$399/lb. ea.

ea.

$349
ea.

Echo Falls Cold 
Smoked Coho 
or Sockeye 
Salmon
4 oz. pkg.

Rugelach
8 oz. pkg.
Bakery department

Yukon Gold 
Potato
5 lb. bag.

Everything you 
need for your 

Chanukah 
celebration
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who, following his father’s dying 
wish, went on to create maps of  all 
Jewish graves in cemeteries within 
the state of  Virginia, recently 
finishing the map of  Emek Sholom 
Holocaust Memorial Cemetery. 
He would have presented his work 
during the commemoration event, 
were it not for his recent passing. 

Esther Windmueller introduced 
this year’s student winner of  the 
“Never Again” scholarship award, 
which has changed this year from an 
essay submission, to demonstrated 
actions and plans for more activism 
and education.  Gracie DeSantis 
from Clover Hill High School was 
recognized for her work to combat 
genocide. Visit her website: www.
facebook.com/helponthehill 
for “What’s Worth Remembering” 
and “Invisible Children.”

Kristallnacht Memorial Service: Second 
Generation Perspective  

community
news

On a beautiful Sunday 
afternoon, Nov. 6, Emek 

Sholom Holocaust Memorial 
Cemetery welcomed a dedicated 
group of  Holocaust survivors, their 
families and friends, returning 
for the annual pilgrimage to 
commemorate the opening 
chapter of  the Holocaust, the 
night of  Nov. 9-10,  1938, known 
as the Kristallnacht (The Night of  
Broken Glass).  

Inge Horowitz, the past 
president of  Emek Sholom 
Holocaust Memorial Cemetery, 
thanked and welcomed all who 
gathered. She stated that with the 
dwindling number of  Holocaust 
Survivors, it is their children and 
grandchildren, the 2nd and 3rd 
Generation, who carry the honor 
and command to Remember!  

She introduced Rabbi Royi 
Shaffin of  Congregation Or Atid, 
who gave opening remarks, and 
spoke from the heart about his 
perspective on what it means to 
remember as a 3rd Generation 
Survivor. He energized the group, 
encouraging Jews to stick together, 
be proud of  our heritage, and 
protect the only sure safe harbor of  
Jews, Israel.  

Next, Rabbi Cantor Annie 
Bornstein of  Congregation Beth 
Ahabah, the first of  the 2nd 
Generation speakers, passionately 
described the complexity of  deep 
internal conflict she struggled with 

throughout her life as she sought to 
understand her parents, survivors 
of  Auschwitz. 

She spoke to the fact that even 
after the horrors endured by her 
parents, they were able to infuse 
and enrich her spirit with passion 
and love for Judaism that has been 
at the core of  her being throughout 
her life. 

Rina Manelis, honoring the 
memory of  her father, shared the 
story of  his miraculous escape from 
the ghetto as a child, with his aunt 
who afterwards adopted and raised 
him as her own son. 

Having been close with her 
father, Rina recalled that he never 
talked with her or her sister about 
the Holocaust, but  communicated 
through his actions. In her words, 
the legacy her father left was 
“the strong sense of  pride he had 
implicitly taught us to take in our 
identity as Jews.”

The third speaker, Miriam 
Davidow, shared her experience 
as a child born in the shadow of  
the Holocaust, and the eternal 
gratitude she feels toward her 
parents for allowing her to be born 
into freedom. She left a message 
that we must do all in our power 
to make a difference in the lives 
of  others by “serving, giving, and 
doing whatever is most meaningful 
to us.”  

Horowitz gave a tribute to 
Samuel “Sonny” Werth (OBM), 

By Timur & Ira Korshin

Survivor Veronika Pasternak and 
son Jack Pasternak.

Rina Manelis, a second generation 
family member.

One phone conversation can make a difference in the 

lives of Jews in our community, in Israel, and around 

the world. One phone conversation can help strength-

en social services and celebrate Jewish life. Answer-

ing the phone has never been  so important: Pick it up 

on Super Sunday, and  make a generous contribution 

to Federation. It’s a call that’s too important to miss.

SUNDAY DECEMBER 4, 2011

Jewish Community Federation
OF RICHMOND

JewishRichmod.org   |   (804) 285-6500

Award Winner Gracie DeSantis, 3rd 
Generation family member Mark 
Binshtok, Jon Davidow and Ali 
Kutner.

(From left) Survivor Inge Horowitz, 
3rd Generation Survivor Rabbi Royi 
Shaffin, 2nd Generation Survivor  
Rabbi Cantor Annie Bornstein and 
Miriam Davidow.

Six candles were lit in front of  
the memorial for the six million 
Jewish lives lost in the Holocaust. 

Rabbi Cantor Bornstein sang 
El Moleh Rachamim, and Rabbi 
Shaffin concluded with a Kaddish 
after reiterating the message that 

many generations have been and 
will continue to be touched by the 
Holocaust, and that remembering 
the history of  our survival is what 
will preserve us and make us 
stronger. 


